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dramatic situation in his appointment as chaplain
to Henry VII.

He found Henry a cold master. For the King
was frugal in his ambitions, not from asceticism,
but from leanness of soul. His were not the sins
of the flesh, but the worse crimes of avarice,
selfishness, and a cold cruelty. He rewarded
Wolsey*s talent by despatching him on diplomatic
errands, one to Scotland and one to the Nether-
lands ; but the story of his successful execution of
a mission to Flanders and back in three days is
probably untrue. In any case, his relations with
the King brought him small satisfaction, so we
find him seeking the good graces of Bishop Foxe
and Sir Thomas Lovell, the leading Privy
Counsellors, and, as usual, impressing them
favourably ; and, even if it be true that Richard
Foxe pushed Wolsey forward in the hope of using
him as an instrument for the downfall of Surrey,1
these two statesmen, Foxe and Lovell, remained
Wolsey's friends to the end.

It was they who obtained for him the important
mission to Flanders, which, executed with ex-
peditious promptness, proved the means of
establishing him as an unusually able ambassador
in the King's eyes ; because for once Wolsey*s
high-handedness brought him lucL The same
impulse which probably prompted him to antici-
pate the leave of the Magdalen authorities to
erect a tower, and which ultimately did so much

1 Polydorc Vergil, Historia, p. 632.